for coastal restoration projects.
At the moment, a move to sell
the rest of the settlement is un-
likely, said Sen. Jay Dardenne,
R-Baton Rouge, who sponsored
the amendment during the ses-
sion. “The timing now is not
right because of various market
issues,” he said, but he added
that the state wants to have the
 option in place in case prospects
| for a sale improve.

~ Both constitutional amend-
jments 1 and 2 are opposed by
the Louisiana Federation of
 Teachers. The teacher union
concluded that both could end
up diverting money that might
otherwise go to schools,
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Laurg Magga can be reached at
imaggi@timespicayune.com or
(225) 342-5580.

‘attended.

acted on the recommendation of
the board and ordered clemency

“for Williams. But before he

could be set free, Williams had
to appear before the parole
board.

The Aug. 20 parole board
hearing at Jackson broke down
in confusion when the medieal
director of Dixon Correctional
Institute, Dr. Alan Perego, testi-
fied that although Williams is
being treated for cancer, it
hadn’t spread through his body
and the inmate isn’t in any im-
minent danger of dying, Perego
said. There was also no reason
for him to bein 2 wheelchair

The parole board then said it
couldn’t hear the case anyway
because the pardon board erred
by not reducing Williams’ sen-
tence from life to a fixed num-
ber of years, a precondition for
his release. Williams never ap-
peared before the parole board
that day.

The governor’s offices " ™
day that it is still invesD

who are denied parole may ap-
ply for another chance afier cer-
tain time periods, depending on

their erime. There is no limit on .

how many times ene may ap-
pear before the parole or par-
don boards. ‘

On the state’s Web site Fri-
day, Williams’ name does not ap-
pear on the parole board dock-
ets for this month or October.

“To my knowledge, they have
no plans to schedule it at any
point,” Martin said of Wiliams’
case. “But you never know”

The gunman in the Robin
murder, William Henry Han-
kins, was released from prison
in 1990, after Gov. Edwards
commuied his life sentence.
Hankins reportedly died soon
after.

“I wish I could just close the
door again and put if in the
past,” said Robin-Travascs, who
traveled to Williams’ parole
board hearing last month only
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Restoring Natural Resources
After Oil Spills

Trustees Release Draft Regional Restoration Plan to Restore injured Resources

State of Louisiana and Federal namrai resource trustees are soliciting public commenis on 2 draft
Regional Restoration Plan to restore natural resources injured by oil spills. This draft Region 2 Plan is the
first of nine regional pians to be developed under the staiewide Louisiana Regional Restoration Planning
Program.

B3 PHES FORTER, JA.

The State of Louisiana, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and U.S, Department of the
Interior have developed a statewide program to expedite restoration of injured resources and reduce the
cost of Natural Resource Damage Assessments—the process by which trustee agencies assess and
restore resources injured by oil spills.

Region 2 encompasses all or part of the following parishes: Ascension, Assumption, Jefferson,
Lafourche, Orleans, Plaguemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. James, and St. John the Baptist. The draft
Plan describes the affected environment, biological resources, and associated habitat types, as well as
the natural resources/services that are likely o be injured by an incident, appropriate restoration types
for each of the potentially injured resources/services, and available restoration projects that have been
identified to date. Another key feature of the draft Region 2 Plan is the determination of a represeniative
unit cost to restore predominant habitat types in the region as part of a cash settlement. The proposed
predominant habitat types in Region 2 are coastal herbaceous wetlands, oyster reefs, and coastal-
forested wetlands.

For more information and/or to receive a copy of the draft Plan, please visit www.darp.noaa.gov or
contact one of the following individuals: )

William Conner, Chief
NOAA/Damage Assessment Center
1305 East-West Highway, SSMC #4
Silver Spring, MD, 20910
301-713-3038 x190

William.Conner@noaa.gov

The draft Region 2 Plan will be released on or before September 23, 2003. Written comments

Charles Armbruster, RRP Program Manager
LA Oil Spill Cocrdinator's Off /Off. of the Gov.
160 Third Street, Suite 405

Baton Rouge, LA 70801

225-219-5800

carmbruster@iosco. state ia us

should be submitted to William Conner by October 23, 2003, at the address listed above.




