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Isabel could become FEMA's biggest challenge
since it became part of the Department of
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shoe table and consulted with state
emergency officials appearing by
video on two large television screens.

“This is highly unusual,” Clark said.
“This is the new FEMA.”

The new FEMA has been reorga-
nized, but officials say it will be better
than before. Those who depend on
the agency to help them get back on
their feet, however, will be the judges
of that later.

“It may be a bit of a bellwether for
the Department of Homeland
Security in the overall coordination of
efforts,” said Brian Usher, head of an
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sus Category 5, represents the
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chief of the agency’s incident
se section.
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at Homeland Security
ary Tom Ridge face to face with
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under FEMA. Members of Congress
didn’t want to distract FEMA officials
from Isabel by summoning them to
Capitol Hill on Tuesday, but some were
prepared to ask tough questions.
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ties hit by a storm like Isabel would
get millions on top of their disaster
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problem infrastructure against ¢
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Restoring Natural Resources
After Oil Spills
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Trustees Release Draft Regional Restoration Plan to Restore Injured Resources

State of Louisiana and Federal natural resource trusiees are soliciting public comments on a draft
Regional Restoration Plan to restore natural resources injured by oil spilis. This draft Region 2 Plan is the
first of nine regional plans to be developed under the statewide Louisiana Regional Restoration Planning

The State of Louisiana, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and U.S. Department of the
Interior have developed a statewide program to expedite restoration of injured resources and reduce the
cost of Netural Resource Damage Assessments—ihe process by which trustee agencies assess and
restore resources injured by oil spills.

Region 2 encompasses all or part of the following parishes: Ascension, Assumption, Jefferson,

Lafourche, Orleans, Plaguemines. Si. Bernard, St. Charles, St. James, and St. John the Baptist. The draft
Plan describes the affected environment, biclogical resources, and associated habitat types, as well as
the natural resources/services that are likely to be injured by an incident, appropriate restoration types
for each of the potentially injured resources/services, and available restoration projects that have been
identified to date. Another key feature of the draft Region 2 Plan is the determination of a representative
unit cost to restore predominant habitat types in the region as part of a cash settlement. The proposed
predominant habitat types in Region 2 are coastal herbaceous wetlands, oyster reefs, and coastal-
forested wetlands.

For more information and/or to receive & copy of the draft Plan, please visit www.darp.noaa,goy or
contact one of the following individuals:

William Conner, Chief
NOAA/Damage Assessment Center
1305 East-West Highway, SSMC #4
Silver Spring, MD, 20810
301-713-3038 x180
William.Conner@ncas.gov

Charles Armbruster, RRP Program Manager
LA Oil Spill Coordinator's Off /Off. of the Gov.
150 Third Street, Suite 405

Baton Rouge, LA 70801

225-219-5800

carmbruster@losco. Jda.u

The draft Region 2 Plan will be released on or before September 23, 2003. Written comments

should be submitted tc William Conner by October 23, 2003, at the address listed above.




